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“Don’t Believe the Lies. Walk in the Truth.”

Matthew 5:21-37

These past two weeks, we have been focusing on our need to avoid
the lie and seek the truth. Our world is filled with lies that sound plausible.
Satan is the father of lies, and he doesn’t come at you with horns showing,
breathing fire. He is much more crafty than that.

One subtle, but very dangerous lie, is that Jesus’ words in the Sermon
on the Mount (and God’s Word in general) sends to you the message: “Do
this! Obey! Then will you be right with God.” And playing a part in our own
salvation is very appealing to our Old Adam.

But for those of us who know that we are saved by God’s grace alone,
through faith, apart from works, can quote Ephesians 2:8-9 by heart — | even
have it printed on the back of my business cards — Satan has a sweet little
lie for us also.

We hear God’s Word of Law that if you are angry with your brother,
you are a murderer and are liable to judgment. Have you ever been angry
with your brother? Then you deserve judgment. You deserve death and
the hell of fire. You do.

Satan’s sweet little lie is that God’s Word of Law is really no big deal
for us. | am baptized. | have the Gospel. It doesn’t matter if | get angry. |
am covered. It doesn’t matter if | look at a woman lustfully or look at
pornography. The lie is that it doesn’t even matter if you act upon those



desires and pretend that you are married to someone to whom you are not
married. The lie is that God’s Law has been abolished by the Gospel.

We heard Jesus say last week that He has not come to abolish the
Law, but to fulfill it. He has kept it for you. But do not think that God'’s will
for your life doesn’t matter — as if you were given this “get out of hell free”
card at your Baptism.

If you are angry with your brother, you deserve death and the hell of
fire. If you say “You fool!” you will be liable to the hell of fire. This one hits
particularly close to home for me. The Greek word for fool is “mwros” from
which we get the word “moron.” My use of the word “moron” has greatly
diminished since the football season has ended, as it seems that teams for
which | cheer are populated by “morons.” That was a running joke in our
home this fall, as the girls picked up on my repeated frustration | expressed
through the phrase, “You moron.”

| am a sinner who deserves the hell of fire for all eternity. | am not
saying this to be funny. That is what | deserve. That is why being saved by
grace, through faith, apart from works, it is a gift from God, is the truth that
brings me true comfort and joy.

Now, Jesus calls the scribes and Pharisees “morons” “fools” later in
Matthew’s Gospel. He expresses righteous anger at how they have abused
their place in the Kingdom of God. My anger and frustration tends to be not
so righteous which is why | deserve the hell of fire for saying the same word.

The world stands condemned already, as Jesus says in John 3:18 —
you know, just a couple verses after John 3:16. We are liable to judgment.
We would all stand before the judgment if it were not for the Son of God

fulfilling God’s Law. Jesus came not to abolish the Law, not to get rid of it,
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but to fulfill it, because you or | could not keep the fullness of God’s Law.
We are sinners who deserve the hell of fire.

This is the balancing act with the truth of the Gospel in the middle and
Satan’s lies on either side. For those who are gung-ho for the Gospel,
Satan says, “Did you hear what Jesus said, ‘Obey all these rules and you

have no fear of judgment.” He knows we will try. He knows we will fail.
He knows that we will get frustrated. He knows we will get angry. He
knows the Dallas Cowboys will draft more “morons” this year. We cannot
obey this word of Law. It would be easier for me to tear out my eye and
throw it away, or cut off my hand and throw it away, so that | would stop
sinning with my hands and my eyes. If only keeping God’s Law were that
easy. Satan wants you to look at Jesus’ words and despair.

On the other side of truth, Satan says, “Aren’t you baptized and
forgiven. Don’t worry about all these words of Jesus. That is just for those
“pad people” out there. And he turns the Gospel into a pillow that your sinful
mind can sleep on in comfort. As | said last week, you cannot be
comfortable in your sin and comforted by the Gospel at the same time. If
you see violence and it doesn’t make you uncomfortable; if you hear the
name of God profaned and it doesn’t make you uncomfortable; if you see
people who are not married pretending to be married and it doesn’t make
you uncomfortable; then there is something wrong.

In between Satan’s lies is the truth — the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Eph.
2, salvation by grace through faith, a gift from God, apart from works, but
responded to by our works which God prepared beforehand for us to do. As
Jesus said earlier in the Sermon on the Mount, “Let your light shine before



men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven”
— not for the praise of you; not so you can get to heaven; but for His glory.

The message of Christ in the Sermon on the Mount is not “Do this!
Obey!; and it is not “Don’t worry, be happy.” Rather, Jesus says, “l bless
you: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, (those who are empty of themselves;
who know they have nothing to offer God) for theirs is the kingdom of God.’
You are the salt of the earth; you are the light of the world; you are mine:
And your Heavenly Father would pay any price for you — even the cost of
the life of His own Son. And | have prepared good things for you, but your
life on earth will most likely be even more difficult because they will hate you
because they hated Me first.

Adam believed Satan’s lies. You and | have believed Satan’s lies. Sin
is our rejection of what God has designed our life to be.

His Law is a demonstration of His will for you and your neighbor. It
expresses all of the good that He wants for you and for your neighbor. He
wants you to be free from anger; free from sorrow; free from sin (as the
hymn writer says). Do not look at what Jesus says and despair because
you can’t keep yourself free from anger; free from sorrow; free from sin.

And on the other side of the lie, if you get rid of the Law, you will lose
your awareness of sin, and eventually you will lose your awareness of the
need to get rid of that sin. So you will get rid of the Gospel too. That is the
whole point of His sermon. You and | still deserve the hell of fire. You can't
fix this on your own. He says, “l came to keep this Law for you.”

You are saved by grace alone, through faith, it is a gift from God, not
by works. Don’t believe the lies. Walk in the truth. Amen.



