
VBS GOATS: 

 

Materials Needed: 

Large cardboard carpet tubing, approx. four inches in diameter. 

Styrofoam cups - two per goat (sized appropriately for project) 

Newspaper 

Paper towels 

Masking tape 

Wallpaper paste or something comparable. 

Flexible drinking straws 

Wire thin enough to bend, but thick enough to support  ears.  (1mm in thickness) 

Pan head bolts with nut (8/32 x 1 ½”; 8/32 fender washer) – four each per goat. 

1 x 2 pine firring strips, painted or stained and cut to desired length. 

Elmer’s glue 

Muslin material 

Plastic eyes 

Twine 

Papier Mache Mash (recipe below) 

 

Assembly:  (Lengths can vary depending on size desired) 

1.  Cut 1 carpet tubing 22” long.  Pre-drill holes in sides half way up the diameter, 2 “ from the ends on both 

ends.     

2.  Attach 17” long legs also pre-drilled 1” from one end, two per side with the bolt, securing them from inside 

the tube with the washer and nut.  Then attach a cross brace of wood directly under the body to keep the legs 

from swinging.     

3.  Stuff paper into two of the cups to keep them from collapsing.   You may wish to round out the back of the 

head and nose on the head cup.  Attach the head cup to the neck cup by masking tape, taking care to stuff paper 

between the two cups to keep them together solidly.  You will want to tip the head cup down slightly for a more 

natural look.  After you have secured the two cups together, bend a loop for ears in two ends of a wire which is 

cut long enough to accommodate the loops and additional length to fit over the top of the head so that the ears 

are then positioned on either side.  Tape together 3 or 4 flexible straws,  bending the flexible section slightly and 

taping it to hold it in the bent position.  Tape it to the head.  Attach the head/neck to the body with tape, again 

stuffing here and there to keep it solidly in place.   

4. Once the armature has been completed,  take the papier Mache Mash and press it on the head, horns, and ears 

about ¼ “ thick.  Once you have applied the mash to your liking, push eyes into the mash and set away to dry.  

Drying time averages about two days.   

5.  Once the project is dry,  pad out the body with wadded up news paper and masking tape.  Drape the body 

with paper towels that have been coated with wall paper paste.  Set to dry again.   

6.  Cut muslin in 6” strips.  Fringe one long side by cutting from the side to within an inch of the other.  Layer 

the fringes with the Elmer’s glue on the goats bodies in rows, starting around the bottom of the body and 

working up.  The final layer should be fringed on both sides with the center of that strip running the length of 

the back.  Two or three rows may be placed around the neck if so desired.  Wrap twine around the horns with 

the Elmer’s. 

 

Papier Mache Mash: 
Tear enough newspaper into 1x1 ½ inch pieces to fill a two-quart bowl.  In a large pan, bring 1 gallon or more  

water to a boil.  Add the paper a few pieces at a time stirring with a slotted spoon as you add the paper.  Let boil 

on medium heat for 20 minutes, stirring occasionally.  Paper fibers will break down.  After 20 minutes, remove 

from heat and beat with electric mixer until smooth.  Put into a strainer and drain water, but do not squeeze the 

water out.  Return to the pan and stir in a cup of flour and heat on low heat until thick enough to stack in piles.  

Turn out on a thick layer of newspaper to cool and drain.  The mash can be kept in the refrigerator for quite a 

long while. 


